Up Your Game with Grading Rubrics

What are Rubrics?

Rubrics are concise, structured guides that outline specific criteria, performance levels, and
expectations for assignments. In a theological institution like Shiloh College, a rubric not
only sets academic standards but can also reflect spiritual and ethical dimensions of learn-
ing, aligning the evaluation process with the institution's mission of fostering both intellec-

tual rigor and spiritual formation.

Why Use Rubrics?

Clarity and Consistency: Rubrics create transparent benchmarks that help both in-
structors and students understand what excellence looks like, promoting fairness
and consistency in grading.

Enhanced Feedback: They provide detailed feedback by clearly distinguishing dif-
ferent levels of performance, guiding students in both their academic and spiritual
growth.

Alignment with Mission: In a theological context, rubrics can integrate learning ob-
jectives with core values, encouraging students to engage in reflective practice that
deepens their understanding of theological concepts and their personal faith jour-
ney.

How to Implement Rubrics for Grading Assignments:

1.

Identify Learning Outcomes: Begin by defining clear academic and spiritual objec-
tives for each course or assignment. Align these outcomes with the broader mission
of nurturing well-rounded, critically engaged, and spiritually mature graduates.

Develop Criteria and Performance Levels: Create detailed categories (e.g., critical
analysis of texts, integration of theological reflection, clarity of argument, etc.) with
performance descriptions ranging from exemplary to needs improvement.

Student Orientation: Share the rubric with students at the outset of an assignment
so that expectations are transparent, enabling them to use the rubric as a roadmap
for both academic excellence and spiritual reflection.

Iterative Improvement: Use feedback from both faculty and students to continually
adjust and improve the rubric, ensuring it remains a relevant and effective tool for
both grading and personal development.

By integrating grading rubrics into our curriculum, we can uphold high academic stand-

ards while nurturing reflective, principled approaches to learning that reso-

nate deeply with our theological identity.

Shiloh College Teaching And Learning Center 1




